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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

MLB/Nike RBI Program Affiliate Launch

Rochester, N.Y. (June 2023) – Matt and Laura Piccone, Founders of the nonprofit PAWS Youth and
Advocacy Center are extremely pleased and honored to announce their recent affiliation with Major
League Baseball’s Nike Reviving Baseball in Inner Cities Program (Nike RBI). The Center is currently the
only affiliated organization in Rochester, NY.

Nike RBI, administered by MLB Baseball & Softball Development, is Major League Baseball’s youth
outreach program designed to support youth serving organizations that provide access to baseball
and/or softball programming for underserved kids and communities across the globe. The Nike RBI

program annually serves about 150,000 participants across almost 200 cities worldwide “Nike’s support
of our RBI program is a literal game-changing opportunity for young athletes all over the world,” said
Tony Reagins, Chief Baseball Development Officer, Major League Baseball. “Nike’s influence in sports
brings the program to another level in the eyes of our leagues, players, and families. We look forward
to partnering to provide more access to baseball and softball while amplifying the voices of
student-athletes to grow our sport.”

“We are excited to partner with MLB’s Nike RBI Program for many reasons, the most important being
that our visions are aligned,” said Matt Piccone. “The Center’s vision is to empower all youth regardless
of their skill level, ability, or background to build a brighter future through social change, and to
facilitate their growth and development through the introduction of sports, fitness, and wellness
programs/activities. We will coach and challenge our young people to learn and grow, to advocate for
themselves and others, improve and hone their skills, pursue their hopes and dreams, and will facilitate
the development of life skills transferable beyond the sports environment.”
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Matt and Laura noted since their first point of contact with Steve Smiegocki, Sr. Coordinator, Baseball
and Softball Development and his team, the level of support, resources and guidance have been
incredible. “The benefits of being an affiliate of Nike RBI present opportunities far greater than we ever
imagined,” said Laura Piccone. “As we are in the middle of the season, many of the baseball and
softball development events will be better suited for next year for our PAWS’ members. The potential
to participate in tournaments, attend boot camps for baseball and softball training, skills competitions,
receive an RBI scholarship and so much more will depend solely upon availability and the hard work
and dedication of our staff and our young people.”

PAWS is a 20,000+ sq. ft. multi-faceted facility located at 632 Hollenbeck Street, near East Ridge Road,
which consists of two floors. The first floor is home to their Accurate Sports and Entertainment
Complex. This is a one-of-a-kind center, surrounded by graffiti-lined walls, an amazing sound system,
batting cages, HitTrax, pitching machines, and a gym and turfed field all designed for the purpose of
conditioning and strengthening athletes to be at their peak performance. The second floor is an
extension of the first floor sports complex with a 70-foot batting cage, pitching mounds, matted area
for tumbling, wrestling, boxing and cheer practice. The Center is also available for company and family
events, video and photo shoots, etc.

“We are thrilled to embark on this new partnership with MLB’s Nike RBI Program and the new exciting
opportunities it will bring to the Rochester community. We are more than ever committed to becoming
a flagship Nike RBI affiliate, making a greater positive impact in the communities we serve, and in the
lives of the youth who participate in our programs,” said Matt and Laura. They encourage you to visit
PAWS Youth and Advocacy Center, allow them to take you on a tour, and enjoy a truly unique
experience. Laura can be reached at pawsofrochester@gmail.com or 585.514.1733.
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