
Day 6: Prayer is a Two-Sided Conversation 

 

Key Verse: Jeremiah 33:2-3 “This is what the Lord says, he who made the earth, the Lord who 

formed it and established it—the Lord is his name: ‘Call to me and I will answer you and tell you 

great and unsearchable things you do not know.’” 

 

For several years now, I’ve been a bit obsessed with the book of Exodus. I relate to Moses’ 

humanity and the Israelites' fickle faith. I am astounded by God’s grace and provision; how He 

remains faithful to His children even though they don’t deserve it. The stories in the book of 

Exodus are a little crazy and display God’s goodness, power, and love.  

 

A passage that sticks out to me is Exodus 33. It describes how Moses would meet with God in a 

place called the Tent of Meeting and how the Israelites would worship during that time in 

response to the magnificence that the Presence of God Himself would come down and have a 

personal moment with a human being. Then verse 11 says this, “The LORD used to speak to 

Moses face to face, as a man speaks to his friend.” 

 

This verse makes me realize how insufficiently I view prayer. Maybe it’s because God’s physical 

presence isn’t right in front of me, so prayer often feels confusing or even difficult. Regardless, I 

rarely view prayer as a conversation. But according to this verse, that’s what it is. God speaks to 

Moses as a man speaks to his friend. Why should it be any different with us?  

 

Too often we see prayer as our opportunity to speak to God. In many ways, it is. We tell God 

what we need or want, we apologize to God, we confess things to God, we even praise God for 

what He has done. (We’ve done all of those things this week!) But we are the ones that do the 

talking. We say “Amen” as if we’re saying “Goodbye” and hanging up the phone.  

 

But what if we changed our language, and instead of using the word prayer, we used the word 

conversation? Maybe that would help us change our perspective and understanding of what 

prayer is, or at least what it could be.  

 

One-sided conversations are conversations I try to get out of as fast as possible! If your friend 

simply tells you about how frustrated, confused, sad, or happy they are and then says, “Glad we 

talked about it!” and walked away, wouldn’t you be frustrated or confused or sad? Wouldn’t you 

want to share in their happiness or comfort them in their pain?  



When we are the ones doing all the talking, it’s tempting to view prayer as only necessary if we 

have a request. So, we go to God in prayer, asking Him to meet a need, to bring healing, to 

provide direction, to offer peace... and that’s it. We don’t wait to see what He might have to say 

about it or even to answer the question we asked Him.  

 

I don’t know about you, but I don’t have one-sided conversations with any of my close friends. 

And I believe God wants this kind of intimacy with you and me. He wants to speak to you just as 

much as He wants you to speak to Him. 

 

Jeremiah 33:2-3 reminds us that the God of the universe wants to tell us something! ““This is 

what the Lord says, he who made the earth, the Lord who formed it and established it—the Lord 

is his name: ‘Call to me and I will answer you and tell you great and unsearchable things you do 

not know.’” He promises to answer us and respond to us. We just have to be still and quiet long 

enough to hear what He has to say.  

 

The listening part of our conversation with God might feel strange at first, but we have to keep 

trying. We are invited to be a part of the conversation. So let’s engage in prayer as if God will 

respond. You never know what He’s been waiting to tell you!   

 

Today’s Focus: Read Exodus 33:7-11. Consider your time of prayer as engaging in a 

conversation with your Heavenly Father. Believe that He wants to talk to you like you talk with 

your friends. Then, give Him a chance to speak. 


